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Senate Bill No. 526

(By Senators Stollings, Foster, Jenkins 

and Kessler (Acting President))

____________

[Originating in the Committee on the Judiciary;

reported February 24, 2011.]

____________

A BILL to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by

adding thereto a new section, designated §16-4C-24, relating

to allowing State Police, police, sheriffs and fire and emer-

gency service providers to possess Naloxone to administer in

suspected narcotic drug overdoses; defining terms; providing

for training; granting immunity to trainers; granting immunity

to initial responders; providing for data gathering and report-

ing; and authorizing legislative or emergency rules. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:
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That the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, be amended

by adding thereto a new section, designated §16-4C-24, to read as

follows:

ARTICLE 4C. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES ACT.

§16-4C-24. Administration of an opioid antidote in an emergency 

situation.

(a) For purposes of this section:1

(1) “Initial responder” means any emergency responders2

covered under this article and any member of the state3

police, any sheriff, any deputy sheriff, any municipal police4

officer, any volunteer and paid firefighters, and any other5

similar persons who respond to emergencies.6

(2) “Opioid antagonist” means naloxone hydrochloride that7

is approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration for8

the treatment of a drug overdose by intranasal administra-9

tion.10

(3) “Opioid overdose prevention and treatment training11

program” or “program” means any program operated or12

approved by the Office of Emergency Medical Services to13

train individuals to prevent, recognize, and respond to an14

opiate overdose, and that provides, at a minimum, training15

in all of the following:16
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(A) The causes of an opiate overdose;17

(B) Mouth-to-mouth resuscitation;18

(C) How to contact appropriate emergency medical19

services; and20

(D) How to administer an opioid antagonist.21

(b) A licensed health care provider who is permitted by law22

to prescribe an opioid antagonist may, if acting with reason-23

able care, prescribe and subsequently dispense or distribute24

an opioid antagonist in conjunction with an opioid overdose25

prevention and treatment training program, without being26

subject to civil liability or criminal prosecution. This27

immunity shall apply to the licensed health care provider28

even when the opioid antagonist is administered by and to29

someone other than the person to whom it is prescribed.30

(c) Any initial responders, who are not otherwise licensed31

to administer an opioid antagonist, may administer an opioid32

antagonist in an emergency without fee if the initial re-33

sponder has received the training specified in subdivision (3)34

of subsection (a) of this section and believes in good faith35

that the person being treated is experiencing an opiate36

overdose. The initial responder identified in this subsection,37

acting in good faith, is not, as a result of his or her acts or38
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omissions, liable for any violation of any professional39

licensing statute, or subject to any criminal prosecution40

arising from or relating to the unauthorized practice of41

medicine or the possession of an opioid antagonist, or subject42

to any civil liability with respect to the administration of or43

failure to administer the opioid antagonist.44

(d) Any initial responder prior to administering an opioid45

antagonist in an emergency circumstance, pursuant to this46

section, shall contact the West Virginia Medical Command47

System for approval to dispense an opioid antagonist.48

(e) Data regarding each opioid overdose and prevention49

and treatment training program that the Office of Emergency50

Medical Services operates or recognizes as an approved51

program shall be collected and reported by January 1, 201552

to the Legislative Oversight Commission on Health and53

Human Resources Accountability. The data collected and54

reported shall includes:55

(1) Number of training programs operated in the local56

health jurisdiction;57

(2) Number of individuals who have received a prescription58

for, and training to administer, an opioid antagonist.59

(3) Number of opioid antagonist doses prescribed;60

(4) Number of opioid antagonist doses administered;61
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(5) Number of individuals who received the opioid antago-62

nist who were properly revived;63

(6) Number of individuals who received the opioid antago-64

nist who were not revived;65

(7) Number of adverse events associated with an opioid66

overdose prevention and treatment training program,67

including a description of the adverse events.68

(f) To implement the provisions of this section, including69

establishing the standards for certification and approval of70

opioid overdose prevention and treatment training programs,71

the Office of Emergency Medical Services may promulgate72

emergency rules pursuant to the provisions of section fifteen,73

article three, chapter twenty-nine-a of this code or propose74

rules for legislative approval in accordance with the provi-75

sions of article three, chapter twenty-nine-a of this code.76

_________

(NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to allow police, fire and
emergency service providers, to possess Naloxone to administer in
suspected narcotic drug overdoses. 

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from
the present law, and underscoring indicates new language that
would be added.

§16-4C-24 is new; therefore, strike-throughs and underscoring
have been omitted.)



Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for S. B. No. 526]                6



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /None
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /None
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /None
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'Printing Press, ltd. - BUST'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


